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New Assistant Principal at Derby High School 
 

 

On August 16, 2018, the Derby Board of Education voted to appoint Ray Coplin as the next Assistant 

Principal of the Derby High School.   

 

Mr. Coplin graduated from Trinity College with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Psychology in 2003 

and pursued his education at City University of New York to obtain his Master’s degree as a Counselor 

of Education in 2014.   He obtained his Intermediate Administrator Certification from Sacred Heart 

University in 2018.   

 

Prior to starting his Administrative Internship with the New Haven Public Schools, Ray worked as a 

Guidance Counselor for New Haven.  He was the recipient of the “Distinguished Leadership” award from 

CT College Summit School Partners & Peer Leaders.  He served in an alternative education setting 

providing support to the needs of the city’s most at-risk youth.  Ray has also enjoyed his work with the 

Boys & Girls Club of Hartford volunteering his time as the Adolescent Mentoring Program and as a 

Volunteer Residential Counselor.  In Ray’s spare time, he works with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation 

as a certified Rider Coach for the Connecticut Department of Transportation Motorcycle Safety Program.   

 

Chairman Gildea said, “We are excited about what Ray brings to the Derby School district.  Ray has a 

strong background in working with and building relations with high school students.  Ray comes to us 

having served as a guidance counselor, which will also serve our students well.”  Derby High School 

Principal, Martin Pascale said, “Mr. Ray Coplin is an outstanding addition to the Derby High School team. 

His desire to support the students and school community was evident throughout the interview process.” 

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Matthew Conway said, “We are thrilled Ray has become a part of the 

Derby Family.  Ray joins us with the understanding that relationships matter and by building relationships 

and understanding what students need, students become more engaged in learning and the school.” 

 

When asked how he feels about his appointment, Ray said, “I couldn’t be more excited to join this tight-

knit Derby “family” of faculty and staff.  These highly collaborative colleagues exude a familial support 

for each other that permeates throughout the entire district.  I can truthfully say, I thoroughly enjoyed my 

interview process, despite the daunting shock of being introduced to a room full of 20 observers.  But, the 

immediate connection was apparent from the moment I walked into the room.  Similarly, there is clear 

evidence of a genuine commitment to student success at the high school and I am eager to become part of 

such an inspiring group of educators.  Coming from school districts in New York City and New Haven, I 



very much am looking forward to making a “big city” impact here in a city perhaps a bit more compact, 

but rich in its storied history and huge with Derby pride.  I am tremendously grateful for the opportunity 

to serve the students of Derby High School as their new Assistant Principal and eager to passionately 

represent Red Raider Nation to the best of my ability.  The positive support and welcome I have received 

thus far has me elated and extremely motivated to usher in many continued year of student success.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

For further information, contact: 
 

 

Dr. Matthew J. Conway, Jr., Superintendent 

Derby Public Schools 

203-736-5027 
 

 

 

 

 


